

Trump Abandons Efforts to Deploy National Guard to 3 Major Cities
The troops had nearly no presence in two of the cities, Portland and Chicago. But the decision signaled a retreat, at least for now, in one of the president’s most audacious attempts to test his power.
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President Trump said on Wednesday that he would abandon, for now, efforts to deploy the National Guard in Chicago, Los Angeles and Portland, Ore.

The decision comes after the Supreme Court ruled last week that Mr. Trump could not deploy troops in the Chicago area over the objections of Illinois officials. The president’s announcement made no mention of the ruling, but he suggested his administration would not hesitate to deploy troops in the future.

“We will come back, perhaps in a much different and stronger form, when crime begins to soar again — Only a question of time,” he wrote on Truth Social.

The announcement may have a limited effect on the ground, in part because the troops in Portland and Chicago had almost no presence amid legal challenges to their deployment. But it signaled a significant retreat, at least for the moment, in one of the president’s most audacious attempts to test the limits of his power.

Although the National Guard remains deployed in Washington, D.C., New Orleans and Memphis, Mr. Trump’s decision means that he will no longer be trying to send Guard members to states where governors have objected to them, something no president had attempted since the civil rights era.

…

The president did not pull back troops in cities in Republican-led states or in Washington, where the courts have not blocked him from deploying them. The governors of Louisiana and Tennessee, both Republicans, have welcomed Mr. Trump’s push to crack down on crime in cities led by Democrats, though leaders in both cities have argued that their crime rates were already dropping.
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